
A FOREST IN
BEDFORDSHIRE
A warm and sunny welcome to
this spring edition of Commentree;
for a flavour of the huge range of
activities with which the Forest Team
will be involved during the coming
months. There are events enough at
the Forest Centre over the summer
to keep everyone happy, so why not
pay us a visit? Every pound profit we
make is used to create the Forest, so
that cool beer on a sunny summer
Sunday is the more worthwhile.
Please consider becoming a Friend of
Marston Vale using the form inside
this edition - a great way to make a
donation to the Marston Vale Trust and
become part of the Forest’s creation.

Guy Lambourne

A BRAND NEW LEAF
IN EASTCOTTS
After an incredibly busy winter,
it might be tempting to sit back and
watch trees grow. But National Tree
Week is only six months away and
there’s loads to do before we are
ready to plant at our next new
woodland between Shortstown &
Cotton End, in the parish of
Eastcotts. This 52 hectare site,
purchased using money from the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
is currently farmland and lies close
to the A600. Twenty-five hectares
will be planted this winter; the
remainder will be farmed then
planted over the course of the
next few years, as resources
become available.

We intend to carry out a similar
consultation process to those in
Kempston Rural and Houghton
Conquest last winter, to involve local 

ENCHANTED FOREST
Dragons, witches, faeries and even a unicorn will overrun the
Forest Centre on Sunday 24 July, with theatre, games, music
and more. Be a part of a magical day – more details inside

LOCATION OF NEW WOODLAND
IN EASTCOTTS PARISH
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PLANTING AT CONQUEST WOOD

people in deciding how the
woodland should be laid out and
where paths, ponds and seats
should go.

If you live in Shortstown or Cotton
End we will contact you during the
summer to ask you to get involved.
If you live outside of these villages
but would like to comment, please
contact us at the Forest Centre on
01234 762608.

A NEW LEAF
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A FOREST IN
BEDFORDSHIRE
As the voice of the Community Forest,
Commentree aims to reflect the broad
range of amazing work that is going
on throughout the 61 square miles of
the Forest area, between Milton
Keynes and Bedford. This edition fits
the bill very nicely. From Woodworks in
September and tree planting in
November, to tree adoptions, energy
conservation, wind power and strong
links with business; together with all
the activities listed on the back page,
Commentree demonstrates something
I repeat often – we plant lots of trees,
but take a look at everything else
we do too!

Guy Lambourne

17 & 18 September

It’s going to be fantastic! An astonishing mix of tree experts, craftspeople, artists and musicians will descend on
the Forest Centre for a weekend of entertainment, thrills and information. If you are interested in trees, woodland,
woodworking, local food, storytelling, local history, nature conservation; or if you like the idea of sitting in a field
listening to some quality folk roots music, then you must come to Woodworks! Be prepared to get involved with the

Live Music – New for 2005

No celebration of the delights and uses of wood would
be complete without live music. From woodwind to
strings, grand pianos to ukeleles, wood has been used
throughout the centuries to create pleasing sounds to soothe
and enliven the human heart. We are delighted to bring you a
variety of pleasing sounds combining wood, wire, (and a few
other materials) and the human voice!

More details inside…

many things to try your hand at, from carving to
drumming. And don’t forget your wallet – plenty of
tempting items will be on sale; AND there’s a beer tent!
Woodworks! is free (£2 charge for car parking) and is
made possible by the Local Heritage Initiative.

WONDERFUL WOOD
Ed Burnett, at Woodworks 2004, makes a chair leg using a
draw knife and shave horse, in preparation for finishing on
the pole lathe.

NICOLA BEATTIE BRINGING WOOD TO LIFE
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